Jambo & Asante Sana to you all at the Hollies Pre-School!

Once again I had a very successful and enjoyable visit to Uganda that included visiting 

St. Lawrence Nursery & Lower Primary School. They gave me a wonderful welcome with labels around their necks stating many lovely messages such as ‘Hullo Gerry’, ‘Welcome Gerry’, ‘Friendship and Love to Gerry’, ‘May God Bless’, ‘Much love’, ‘Nice to see Gerry again’, ‘St Lawrence Loves Gerry’, ‘Much love to Gerry’ and ‘Grateful Gerry’. Afuwa the Head Teacher, got them to sing many songs, and said special prayers and made speeches that always mentioned how happy and grateful they are to have such friends as they do in the Hollies Pre-School.

They were delighted to receive the Hands of Friendship from all the children and teachers at the Hollies and were very excited when I told them that some of the hands had a donation attached. The children’s eyes nearly popped out of their heads when I produced the gifts your generosity had bought for them – books, puzzles, balls, toys, school benches, teachers chairs, special teaching aids and many other items. 

My personal fundraising enabled them to open up the tap on their compound so that there is no need for the long walk to the well for water any more. This, along with all your gifts will make an enormous difference to them. The following is a small extract from my email diary which I sent to those of you who kept in touch with me:

Afuwa lives in two tiny rooms near the shops in Kamuli with her husband ad three children Isaac 9, Mary 2 and one year old Abraham. They live right beside the road but the children, with only an area of raised concrete to show where the road begins but even Abraham the youngest wanders in and out of the lace-curtained doorway freely, never dreaming of going into the road.

I had taken with me the football that a member of the Hollies After School Club had donated. I had been unable to buy one in time for the end of term but I know the children will be very happy to receive it when they go back to school in February. 

The money from the Hollies and my friends have paid for the following for St. Lawrence:

· For the re-instalment of a tap providing running water for the school

· Several desks for the children

· Chairs for the teachers

· Books and teaching aids

· Toys, puzzles and small balls

· 6 grass mats so that the children can play comfortably and the equipment last longer!

· Resources such as pencils and paper for the next year

· Football
THANK YOU HOLLIES!

I played them the recording of the Hollies singing the Jambo Song and taught it to them too! I have made up two discs of the photos and video footage I took at St. Lawrence that includes all I have mentioned and more. You can see your Hands of Friendship with the happy children and some holding the items you generously gave to them! All the hands were made into a beautiful collage and hung on the wall and guess what, they have sent their hands back to you again! If you would like to have a set of the discs please put your details on an envelope and hand it into the Hollies with a donation of £5 that will help your friends at St. Lawrence even more. I will be returning to Uganda in January 2011! If you would also like to read about my time in Uganda especially the time I spent at St Lawrence, please include your email address or email me and I will forward my email diary to you. One of the most memorable highlights of my 7 weeks was spending Christmas in an outlying village and staying that night in a mud home!

I will be in to see you all again soon. Love from Madam Gerry!   gerrys_uganda@yahoo.co.uk




























